
Wallington high school  
Course Descriptions 

Individual Course Syllabi are attached below if interested!  
 

English 11 

English 11 encompasses the Common Core State Standards for reading, writing, speaking and listening. 
The American Literature program promotes an appreciation for the texts of the multi-cultural American 
experience through a variety of genres and media both print and non-print. Students actively engage 
with, analyze, and synthesize the voices of American authors through the application of various literary 
concepts and skills. Students participate in the writing process to critically connect with literature and 
develop as writers. Furthermore, students apply the practices of active reading and writing to the 
preparation for state-wide, gradelevel assessment. Finally, students participate in self-management skills 
in addition to cross-content scholastic and college/career readiness. 

 

AP English Language and Composition 

AP Language and Composition is a course for the junior with high interest, aptitude, and motivation to 
achieve. The AP English Language and Composition course aligns to an introductory college-level 
rhetoric and writing curriculum, which requires students to develop evidence-based analytic and 
argumentative essays that proceed through several stages or drafts. Students evaluate, synthesize, and 
cite research to support their arguments. Throughout the course, students develop a personal style by 
making appropriate grammatical choices. Additionally, students read and analyze the rhetorical elements 
and their effects in non-fiction texts, including graphic images as forms of text, from many disciplines 
and historical periods. Students taking this class must take the AP English Language and Composition 
exam for weighted course credit. 
 
 
AP English Literature and Composition 
 
AP Literature is a course for the senior with high interest, aptitude, and motivation to achieve. Students 
will engage in the careful reading of imaginative literature and will consider a work’s structure, style, and 
themes as well as such smaller scale elements as figurative language, imagery, symbolism and tone. The 
course will include intensive study of representative works from various genres and periods, 
concentrating on works of recognized literary merit from the sixteenth to the twentieth century. Writing 
will be an integral part of the course, as the AP Examination is weighted toward student writing about 
literature. To that end, writing instruction will include attention to developing ideas in clear, coherent, 
and persuasive language. Students taking this class must take the AP English Literature and Composition 
exam for weighted course credit.  



 
English 11 Syllabus 

Ms. Barbarich 
20152016 

Course Objectives:  

      The objectives of this course include developing students’ understanding of the history and cultural 
progress of our country through American literature, developing student autonomy, encouraging 
students to grow as active readers, analytical writers, and effective communicators.  

Students will be able to: 

 Analyze and contextualize the evolution of American culture through literature reflective of 
American literary periods from the Puritan era through modern times by exploring the customs 
and norms of each period as revealed through unique perspectives from a variety of authors.  

 Improve their analytical skills by understanding rhetorical strategies.  
 Ascertain an author’s purpose and identify specific strategies and techniques the author employs 

to achieve accomplishment.  
 Express maturity in their own writing through a variety of sentence structures and syntactical 

methods as well as through sophisticated diction.  
 Improve their public speaking skills through participating in myriad conversational debates, 

discussions, seminars.  

 

Note: The focus of this class is depth rather than breadth. While every effort will be made to address all 
aspects of the syllabus, time constraints, student absences , and life may require revisions to the syllabus 

as the school year unfolds. I will keep you up to date on any changes, as soon as I am aware of them.  

I am available for extra help before school starting at 7:30 (by appointment) or after school, any day! 



Classroom Policies: 

 Respect, respect, respect! Our classroom is safe for all students who are in the class. Treat 
your classmates, and myself, with respect! Everyone is allowed to have an opinion, you don’t have 
to agree with it, but you do need to listen to opinions with an open mind.  
 

 Cell Phones: Keep your cell phones away for the entire period. You do not need your phones for 
the course. If you are spotted with your cell phone out, it will be taken from you.  
 

 Try your best! English may or may not be your favorite subject; however, you need to try 
regardless! Junior year is the most important academic year of your high school career, make it 
count! 
 

 All assignments are due on or before the due date. Late work is not accepted, nor is extra 
credit given. If you do the work assigned to you, and you make an honest effort in the course, you 
will succeed. It really is that simple.  
 

 Keep your expectations high. Because mine are—I have high expectations for  you, for myself, 
and for this course. You need to as well. You are all capable of amazing work—sometimes you just 
may need to put forth a little more effort than you’re used to. The greatest growth comes when 
you’re out of your comfort zone! 
 

 Cheating and Plagiarism will not be tolerated. If you are caught cheating or plagiarizing 
work, you will immediately receive a zero on the assignment with no chance to make it up. You 
will also be required to come to extra help for two, forty-five minute sessions to discuss the topic 
at hand.  
 

 Be honest. If you are struggling, please discuss it with me. If you don’t believe a group you’re in 
is working, or you disagree with an activity or assignment, please discuss it with me. I’m open to 
ideas and suggestions—please just remember, there is a time and a place for these discussions. ☺  

Grading Policy: 

Homework: 25% 

Quizzes: 25% 

Tests/Projects/Essays: 50% 

Grades are not given, they are earned. If you find yourself with a grade lower than you’d like, please make 
an appointment with me as soon as possible so we can rectify the situation. Like I have already said, I am 
not here for me—I’m here to help aide you in any way possible. I’m not a mind reader though, please 
communicate with me to the best of your ability!  

Contact Info: barbarich@wboe.org 

 

mailto:barbarich@wboe.org
mailto:barbarich@wboe.org


AP Language and Composition 

Ms. Barbarich 
2015-2016 

Course Objectives: 
- The purpose of this course is to help students “write effectively and confidently in their college 

courses across the curriculum and in their professional and personal lives” (The College Board, 
AP English Course Description, 6). The course is organized according to the requirements and 
guidelines of the current AP English Course Description, and, therefore, students are expected to 
read critically, think analytically, and communicate clearly in both writing and speech. 

  
Primary Learning Goals: 

- AP Language and Composition is a college-level course examining rhetoric as “the art of finding 
and analyzing all the choices involving language that a writer, speaker, reader, or listener might 
make in a situation so that the text becomes meaningful, purposeful, and effective for readers or 
listeners, and examining the specific feature of texts, written or spoken, that cause them to be 
meaningful, purposeful, and effective for readers or listeners in a situation” (David Jolliffe, former 
AP exam creator). Therefore students will become mature and sophisticated consumers and 
creators of a variety of texts. By the end of the course, students will understand: 
 

- What they read: the main point or thesis, the occasion or context, the author’s motivation 
for writing, and the tone and style. 

- How a text is created to develop meaning and purpose including genre, organization, 
paragraphing, and syntax. 

- The relationship of the text’s creation to its accomplishment, the purpose of academic 
intellectual prose, its meaning and effect. 

- How to articulate their analysis of what they read; how the organization structure, diction, 
syntax, imagery, and figurative language flesh out the meaning of a text. 

- How to create, develop and support an argument, acknowledging the complexities and 
nuances of important issues that adults argue about in contemporary intellectual circles.  

- How to become good citizens through awareness of public discourse issues. 
- How to enter into a conversation with sources and develop a thesis and argument or 

exposition by synthesizing these conversations into their own writing. 
- How to analyze and incorporate their analysis of visual texts into their writing. 
- Effective research skills and proper MLA citation. 
- How to read a question, so they know exactly how to approach it. 
- How to enhance their vocabulary as a means of effective writing; how to grapple with 

archaic prose. 



- Strategies necessary for success on the AP English Language and Composition exam. 
Students should become aware of how writers’ linguistic choices create effective writing and achieve 

stylistic effects as well as how to effectively incorporate many of these techniques into their own 
writing. 

  
Required Texts: 
  
Lunsford, Andrea A.-- Everything’s an Argument 
Supplementary handouts supplied 
  
Grading Policy: 
-  50% Formal Essays/Projects/Tests 
-  25% Quizzes 
-  25% Timed Writings 
 
Classroom Policies: 

- Homework is due at the beginning of the period. Students who are absent on the day the work was 
assigned must hand it in within two class days of their return for credit. If I assigned the work 
prior to the absence, the assignment due date remains the same. Because homework and process 
assignments (i.e. rough drafts, etc.) pertain to the lesson of the day, students earn no credit if they 
do not submit those assignments on the due date. Students who miss an in-class assignment or 
quiz have 48 hours to make it up upon their return; otherwise, they will receive a zero on the 
assignment. Computer issues are not valid excuses for late work. 

- Successful students will attend class regularly and on time. You are all preparing for college; 
therefore, in this class, you will be treated as such. 

- Successful students will demonstrate skills indicative of quality workers by bringing required 
materials, completing homework assignments, participating in class discussions, and respecting 
the opinions of others. 

- Successful students will demonstrate accountability by listening closely in class. 
- All final drafts of major written assignments are to be typed or word-processed and must adhere 

to the essay format (MLA) unless otherwise specified. 
- Cell phones are not allowed in class. 
- Cheating and plagiarism on schoolwork will result in a zero on the assignment and 

may possibly result in further repercussions. 
  
Structure of the Class: 

- Because the AP English Language and Composition Exam is a skills-based test, the year will 
heavily revolve around skills, not reading; however, because many of you will be transitioning into 
AP Literature and Composition next year, you will be reading one piece of American Literature a 
marking period, and then we will switch our focus to literature after the exam. 

- This year, you will be participating in Team Based Learning. Essentially, you will be placed into 
semester long teams, and many of your grades will be attached to your ability to work well with 
your team members. 

- Success in this classroom will depend on your class participation! If you are shy, just be patient. 
The more you feel comfortable with the course, your classmates, and myself, the more you will be 



willing to share. Remember, there is no wrong answer if you can logically and effectively argue 
your side! 

- Because you will all be taking the AP exam, we will be frequently doing timed writings. The 
practice of the timed writings will help you immensely for the exam, and college. 

- If you are dissatisfied with a major writing grade the first half of the year, you may make an 
appointment to conference with me and resubmit your rewrite for an adjusted grade. 

- The expectations of this course are extremely high; however, not impossible. We will be working 
together to demystify the AP exam and the crucial skills needed to excel. Remember, this is a 
skills-based assessment, which makes it a lot easier. This class is an open forum—if at any time 
you feel something needs to change, isn’t working, or you have a suggestion for improving the 
class, please don’t hesitate to speak with me. I’m always open for new ideas, and I’m flexible with 
my plans. 

  
Extra Help: 

- You are welcome to extra help any time I am in the building. My time is your time. Generally, I get 
into school around 7:15, and I’m always after school except Wednesdays. If you plan on coming in 
the morning, please let me know beforehand so I can make sure someone can let you in. My prep 
period is 4, and I have lunch period 6. I’d much rather meet with you sooner rather than later—if 
you need help ask for it! 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

English Literature and Composition Syllabus 
Ms. Barbarich 

2015-2016 

 

Course Description: 

This AP English Literature course is designed to teach beginning-college writing through the 
fundamentals of rhetorical theory. It follows the curricular requirements described in the AP English 
Course Description.  

We will talk essentially every day about some vital aspect of writing, including invention and the 
rhetorical appeals (ethos, pathos, logos), disposition or structure, and style (diction, syntax, figurative 
language, mechanics).  

The kinds of writings in this course are varied but include writing to understand, writing to explain, and 
writing to evaluate. All critical writing asks that you evaluate the effectiveness of a literary piece, but to be 
an effective evaluator, one must understand and explain. The essence of scholarship is the combination of 
these three approaches to writing.  

In order for this class to function as a true workshop, you will write a good deal, and you will revise 
certain pieces of your writing into polished final drafts. You will also produce a final writing portfolio—a 
kind of individual writing archive. In the process of these workshops, you will be exposed to your 
conscious choice of diction and the appropriate use of words, your ability to create varied and effective 
syntactic structures, and your capacity for coherence and logical organization, your ability to balance 
generalizations with specific and illustrative details, and, overall, your ability to combine rhetorical 
processes into an effective whole. 



What I expect most of all from our class is hard work on the part of the individual writer and careful 
reading and discussion on the part of the class.  

 

 
Course Goals:  
 

 To carefully read and critically analyze imaginative literature. 
 

 To understand the way writers use language to provide meaning and pleasure. 
 

 To consider a work’s structure, style, and themes as well as such smaller scale elements as use of 
figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone. 
 

 To study representative works from various genres and periods from the sixteenth to the 
twentieth century. 
 

 To understand a work’s complexity and to analyze how meaning is embodied in literary form. 
 

 To consider the social and historical values a work reflects and embodies. 
 

 To write critical analyses of literature including expository, analytical, and argumentative essay as 
well as creative writing to deepen understanding of writers’ accomplishments and appreciation of 
literary artistry. 
 

 To write with a conscious effort to employ rhetorical devices discovered in the literature studied. 
 To develop confidence in approaching the A.P. test through an understanding of test format, 

administration, and scoring.  
 

 To write essays under simulated A.P. examination conditions. 
 

 To work effectively in large and small groups and to engage in supportive peer response and 
evaluation. 

 Required Texts and Materials: 
 

 Students will be required to have a 3 ring binder specifically for AP Lit.  
 Primary Text: Thomas R. Arp’s Perrine’s Literature, Structure, Sound, and Sense, Ninth Edition.  

 
Required Literature: 

 Lord of the Flies: William Golding 
 No Exit: Jean-Paul Sartre  
 The Stranger: Albert Camus  
 The Metamorphosis: Franz Kafka 
 Invisible Man: Ralph Ellison  
 Catch 22: Joseph Heller 
 Frankenstein: Mary Shelley 
 Wuthering Heights: Emily Bronte 
 As I Lay Dying: William Faulkner 
 Othello: William Shakespeare 



 Hamlet: William Shakespeare 
 Macbeth: William Shakespeare  
 Their Eyes Were Watching God: Zora Neale Hurston  
 Glass Menagerie: Tennessee Williams 

 
Required Poetry 

 Individual poems will be paired with each piece of literature read. 
 Emily Dickinson Unit 

 
Reading Assignments: 

 The most important requirement for this course is that students read every assignment. Read it 
with care and on time. Students unused to literature courses will need to plan time in their 
schedule for more reading than most courses require. Poetry, though usually not long, is dense 
and complicated and should always be read at least twice. Novel in particular require planning.  
 

 Each text will be accompanied by a reading schedule. It is essential that you follow this schedule!  
 

 Texts will require annotations or reader response journals. It is important that you continue to do 
this, as at the end of each unit, you will receive a quiz grade for your annotations/reader response 
journals. 
 

Writing Assignments: 
 You will be writing several short critical papers, explicating poetry and drama, and performing a 

close reading of novels, including one that is research-based. I will be more specific on what I 
expect from these critical assignments later on, but in general each paper will use specific and 
well-chosen evidence to articulate an argument about poems, drama, and fiction. Specifically, 
these critical essays are based on close textual analysis of structure, style (figurative language, 
imagery, symbolism, tone), and social/historical values. These critical papers must be typed, 
doubled spaced, and proofread and approximately three to five pages, with the research-based 
paper around six to eight pages. I will often require a rough draft of papers.  
 

 In addition to critical papers, you will also be having timed writings throughout the year. Aside 
from helping you prepare for the AP Exam, these writings will measure your understanding of the 
work we are doing.  

 

 

Grading Policy: 

 Formal Essays/Tests/Projects: 50 % 
 

 Timed Writings: 25% 
 

 Quizzes: 25% 
 



As you are aware, and used to—late work will not be accepted. You are responsible for 
your grade. I do not give grades, you deserve them. Continue to work hard, as I know you 
have been already! ☺  

 
 


